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BVFoE Objects to Airport Plans

Rick Kimber outlines the latest
news on Farnborough
Airport’s developments

Increase __in ___traffic: The

increase in movements will
increase traffic on local roads.
The estimated 1,335
additional daily trips raises
concerns  regarding  road
congestion. The majority of
these trips will use junction 4
and 4A of the M3, which RBC
has already declared a
Nitrogen Oxides (NOx) Air
Quality Management Area
(AQMA).

Air and ground noise: BVFoE

believe the calculated noise
contours in the proposal do

Fleet Pond, one of the many sites affected by the airfield expansion

not take into account high
peaks at arbitrary times as
aircraft take-off and land;
these sudden noise bursts will
be disruptive to local
residents.

Air _quality: BVFoE disputed
“that the increase in airport
activities will have only a
negligible effect on local air
quality” (as TAG state). A fair
comparison is not possible
because airport operation is
continuous seven days a
week.

Effect _on _habitat _integrity:
BVFoE agreed that the “effect
on habitat integrity... from an

increase in NOx and NO2
concentration will have only a
negligible effect on ecology...”
(as stated in TAG’s proposal),
but felt that this is because
the area at the western end of
the runway has already been
degraded under TAG’s
management.  The  SNIC
directly at the end of the
runway is an ecological
disaster in comparison to the
well kept adjacent area
owned by QinetiQ. The
biodiversity on areas to the
west of the Basingstoke Canal
have also suffered due to the
airfield expansion.



Employment opportunities:

BVFoE feels that the proposal
has exaggerated the benefit
to local employment, since
Rushmoor ordinarily enjoys
high levels of employment.
Any jobs created, therefore,
will largely target an imported
workforce from areas such as
Basingstoke, Southampton
and Reading. This will mean
greater carbon footprint as
the majority of employees will

no doubt commute by car.

Councillors of RBC have until
October 2009 to make a
decision on the application,
but it is rumoured that the
decision may be delayed until
next year due to the number
of  objections and the
importance of the proposal.
RBC supported the original
use of the airfield by TAG for
28,000 flights but was against
the recent successful proposal
to double weekend flights.

Officers’ opinions are as yet
unknown, but these will
greatly influence the decision.
To avoid an expensive public
inquiry (if they were to reject
the proposal), they may just
approve it, particularly as they
are up against the UK’s
seemingly pro-aviation
government.

If the application is successful,
TAG expects to operate
50,000 flights by 2019. They
have not ruled out further
expansion but say they will
not build a new airport or
terminal. TAG estimates the
capacity of the airport at
100,000 flights a year; surely
they will try for this next if the
latest proposal gets through.
BVFoE’s fears that allowing
TAG to get a foothold on the
airport was just the thin edge
of the wedge is,
unfortunately, being realised!

Fixing the Foodchain - BVFoE on their Day of Action in Fleet

Fix the
Foodchain

Friends of the Earth
groups across the
country continue in their
mission to fix the
foodchain.

“When people think of global

warming”, says Blackwater
Valley Friends of the Earth
(BVFoE) spokesperson Rick
Kimber, “they picture cars and
planes, but few realise that
the meat and dairy industry
produces more  climate-
changing gases than all the
world’s transport”. Indeed,
18% of climate change is
accounted for by the livestock
sector and many people
remain completely unaware
that they are helping to prop
up a system that promotes
deforestation, global warming
and even slavery.

In today’s developed world,
the demand for livestock
produce such as meat, eggs
and dairy is fast increasing;
not only do we want more of
it, we want it more quickly.
Farmers are under pressure to
speed up their livestock’s
growth process. Chickens, for
example, are being fed
enough to almost halve the
time it takes them to reach
sufficient size. But how is all
of this possible? For growth
to be rapid, food must be high
in protein. UK farmers



therefore rely on soya beans,
which provide high levels of
protein, grown mainly outside
of the UK in countries such as
Paraguay and Brazil.

To meet the demand for such
huge quantities of animal
feed, forests are being cleared
at an alarming rate to make
room for soya plantations.
The effects of this are
devastating. At the current
rate, 40% of the Amazon will
be lost by the year 2050.
Clearing  forests releases
enormous quantities of
harmful emissions and
replacing them with soya
plantations impacts upon the
water cycle. Many unique
species of wildlife are under
threat and local inhabitants
are being forced from their
homes. The soya beans also
need to be transported great
distances to the UK, adding to
the heavy carbon footprint. In
addition, slavery occurs in
some areas in order to clear

forests rapidly.

FoE is campaigning for
change. Alternatives to soya-
based animal feed include
oilseed rape, peas and beans,
and FoE is calling upon our
government to support locally
grown feed as a solution to
reliance on soya imports from
across the globe. Until now,
policies and trade barriers
have meant importing soya
has been the cheapest and
most convenient option; FoE
wants politicians to realise

that these superficial benefits
are far outweighed by the
costs to our planet.

So far, over 236 MPs have
signed EDM 845,
demonstrating their support
for the campaign. On
Saturday 8" August, BVFoE
had a successful Fix the
Foodchain Day of Action in
Fleet (see picture on page 1),
collecting 45 signed postcards
from members of the public,
including local MP James
Arbuthnot.  The dedicated
BVFoOE group recognises,
however, that their work is
not complete. As such, they
will undertake a fortnight of
action, commencing 5t
October, to bring home the
message that soya plantations
across the world are having a
genuine and profound effect
upon our planet.

To demonstrate your support
to fix the foodchain Vvisit
www.fixthefoodchain.com

The Flood Is
Coming
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In the middle of this period,
on 12™ December, there will
be a Global Day of Action.
Friends of the Earth
International is calling upon
activists from around the
world to travel to Copenhagen
(asking them to consider the
environment when choosing
transport), to join them in
their campaign for Climate
Justice.
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For hundreds of vyears,
developed countries have
been churning out harmful
emissions, adding to the
world’s environmental
problems in a way that is
grossly disproportionate to
the developing world’s
contributions. From 1850 to
2002, despite being populated
by only 20% of the world’s
total population, developed
countries contributed to 76%
of all emissions.

One way developed countries
have endeavoured to meet
their emissions targets is

“...arecent report by Friends of the Earth
has revealed that offsetting is failing to
reduce global greenhouse gas emissions.”


http://www.fixthefoodchain.com/

through  offsetting, which

means paying developing
countries to curb their
emissions. Of course, no
changes are made to the
developed country’s own
emissions, thus it would seem
that paying others to act
responsibility on their behalf
eases the developed world’s
conscience in regard to the
impact they are having upon
the world’s climate.

Aside from the sheer unjust
nature of this arrangement, a
recent report by Friends of
the Earth has revealed that
offsetting is failing to reduce
global greenhouse gas
emissions. Climate Justice is
all about  getting the
developed world to take
responsibility for their actions
and reduce their emissions by

at least 40% by the year 2020.

How you can help

Friends of the Earth is inviting
campaigners to join them on their
Day of Action (12" December) to
help ‘flood” the streets of
Copenhagen. Using their voices
and body, campaigners will
communicate the message “The
flood is coming” in a call for
climate justice. You can find out
more about the summit and sign
the petition to demonstrate your
support for climate justice at
http://www.foe.co.uk/communit
y/news/flood 20971.html

Green and Global
Fun Day!
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free and packs in lots of fun
and enlightening activities as
well as hosting guest visitors
Brigit Strawbridge (from BBC's
It’s Not Easy Being Green) and
Aldershot’s own ‘eco-building
guru’, Trudy Thompson.

There will be something for
everyone, from films and
workshops, advice on how to
cut household utility bills, and
a wildlife garden, where you
can find out more about bees.
You can also catch a free
viewing of the captivating
film, “The Age of Stupid” at
5pm (See review below by
Catherine Guy-Murrell).

If you would like further
information about the Green
and Global Fun Day, please
contact Les Murrell,
les.murrell@rushmoor.gov.uk

or telephone 01252 398538.
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Since its unconventional

premiere in a solar-powered
cinema tent in London’s
Leicester Square in March this
year, The Age of Stupid has
continuously generated
headlines. The film received
positive coverage in the
Guardian but was also voted
the ‘most important film of
the year’ by the News of the
World! Seven years in the
making, The Age of Stupid is
set in 2055, and features star
Pete Postlethwaite as a lone
archivist in a post-apocalyptic
world after irreversible
climate change has wiped out
much of the world population.
The storyline is centred on
Postlethwaite’s quest to
discover what led to the
apocalypse, and ultimately to
discover if the disaster was
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unavoidable. However,
viewers should be careful not
to deem the film as merely
fictional. Delusion and
paradox also run through ‘real
life’ narratives presented in
documentary footage filmed
in various locations, ranging
from the Niger Delta to the
French  Alps. The five
characters we come to know
during the film add a personal
dimension, raising awareness
of the complexity of the
international issue that s

climate change.

In a recent interview, Franny
Armstrong, the 37-year-old
director of the film, stated
that her overall objective is to
lobby international
governments, and encourage
them to take immediate
action in order to combat the
issue, commencing primarily
at the Copenhagen Climate
Conference in December. She
explains that ‘the only way we
can stop runaway climate
change is to massively cut
global emissions very quickly
in the next decade or two. The
only way we can do that is
through a binding
international treaty, and the
last chance we have to do this
within the time scale that
science demands, is
Copenhagen.” She continues:
‘What I'm saying to Ed
Miliband, UK Secretary of
State for Energy and Climate
Change, is that “you have such
a moment in history as the

minister for climate change in
the year of Copenhagen and,
let’s face it, you might not be
in  power after the next
election so you could go in
there and could potentially
come out as a Mandela or
Gandhi, or you could be just
another useless, grey
politician who at the last
hurdle failed to do what was
necessary”. What politician
would not want to go for
glory?’ (Developments, Dept
for International Aid, p. 26).
As well as the evident political
aspect, making the film has
had a deeply personal impact
on both Franny Armstrong’s
lifestyle and her ongoing
successful career. This s
demonstrated by the major
part she is currently taking in
the ‘Not Stupid Action
Campaign’, a campaign she
started with Friends of the
Earth and several other NGOs
(www.notstupid.org).

A frightening vision of the future from the film, “The Age of Stupid”

Upcoming
cycle rides

9 - 9 A
Meet 1la.m. Gomshall
Station. Ride to Redhill
station. Lunch at Stepping
Stones pub, near Dorking.
Approx 20 miles. Connecting
train leaves North Camp
10:26a.m. Return by train
from Redhill.

9 . 1) A Meet
10:30a.m. North Camp
station. Ride via Hawley
Woods to The Cricketers,
Yateley for lunch. Approx 15
miles.

9 =5 4 A
Meet 10:30a.m. North Camp
station. Ride to Puttenham
and return. Lunch in The
Good Intent. Approx 18 miles.




Dates for your
diary
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Public meetings are held on
the second Tuesday of each
month at Farnborough

Community Centre, 8pm -

10pm. The next one is
scheduled for 2 -; §
-> 9 - Hampshire

Friends of the Earth meeting,
Emsworth, 1:30pm. Contact
Rick  Kimber for more
information,

member@bvfoe.freeserve.co.uk

9 B - Fix the
Foodchain Day of Action,
Camberley, 11-4pm.

2 : — Green and
Global Fun Day, Princes Hall
Aldershot, 1lam - 4:30pm
with The Age of Stupid
showing at 5pm.

To become a member of
BVFoE, contact June Smith,
j.smith73@ntlworld.com

Tasty Recipes for
Autumn Treats

By TV chef Michael Barry

Ingredients (for one loaf)

225g self-raising flour
100g butter

150g Fairtrade caster sugar
450g Fairtrade bananas
(the gooier the better!)

% tea spoon salt

2 eggs

175g Fairtrade mixed dried
fruit
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Method
Pre-heat the oven to

180°C/350°F/Gas  mark 4.
Peel and mash the bananas.
Mix all the ingredients except
the dried fruit together. You
can do this in a food
processor, or by hand in a
basin.

When they’re all thoroughly
mixed, add the dried fruit.
Spoon the mixture into a 1kg
(2 Ib) non-stick loaf tin.
Spread it out evenly and bake
it for 1 % hours.

The loaf is ready when a
skewer pushed into its middle
comes out clean. Cool on a
wire rack before slicing.

FAIRTRADE
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By Rosemary Kirk, Newton Abbey

Ingredients (for 12-16 biscuits)

v 100g self-raising flour
v 35g Fairtrade cocoa

v" 50g Fairtrade brazil
nuts/almonds/walnuts
chopped

100g butter

2 large eggs

200g Fairtrade sugar

AN NEANEAN

2-3 drops vanilla extract or
good quality almond
essence

Method
Melt butter in microwave in a

medium bowl. Add the eggs
and mix well. Mix in the sugar
followed by the flour. Stir the
cocoa and mix well.

Add the nuts and the vanilla
extract or almond essence
and combine. Set aside.

Line a shallow 22cm ceramic
microwaveable dish with all-
purpose cling film. Add the
mixture and cover it lightly
with more cling film.

Microwave on full power for 4
% - 5 minutes. Remove he
cling film covering and leave
to cool. Once the biccies are
cold invert them onto a board,
removing the remaining cling
film. Dust with icing sugar,
cut into slices, and enjoy!

To suggest a topic for inclusion in
the next edition, please contact
the editor, Lauren Aliverti,
lauren_aliverti@hotmail.co.uk
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