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TAG’s Application Defeated
Great news! Rushmoor 

Borough Councillors voted 

against TAG’s application 

to double movements at 

Farnborough Airport. 

On a bleak November 

evening, BVFoE, supported 

by the Guildford and 

Waverley group, lobbied 

councillors as they entered 

their offices.  Here 

members were interviewed 

for the Meridian late news 

and subsequently joined 

the meeting, where over 

200 members of the public 

were present and hundreds 

watched on the internet 

from home. 

The meeting began with 

ten speakers, including 

local residents and 

community groups, 

presenting the “cons” of 

the application.  Each 

speaker was allowed five 

minutes. They spoke 

passionately about safety, 

noise, and local pollution.  

One speaker even raised 

the issue of global 

pollution, given that 

passengers flying in the 

business aircraft from 

Farnborough have a carbon 

footprint ten times greater 

than if they flew on an airliner 

from Heathrow.  The 

proposal, he pointed out, will 

give out nearly half a million 

extra tonnes of CO2 a year 

from the additional flights. 

The “pros” followed, with 

three speakers having ten 

minutes to put their case 

forward for the application.  

TAG’s Chief Executive, 

Brendan O’Reilly, spoke 

about the ‘greenness’ of 

the company, and his 

interest in the local 

community.  The airport’s 

largest user, Gama 

Aviation, was also present 

and spoke about the 

development lifting the 

local economy and 

boosting employment. 

Finally, the councillors 

spoke, and begun by saying 

what a good proposal the 

 

Boeing 737 Business Jet, the largest to be able to be used at the airfield. 



The Dusty Bike Ride, Blackwater 

 

application was, but then 

finished by stating that 

they could not support it as 

it stood.  

The votes revealed seven 

against and one for (with a 

further three abstentions).  

Whilst BVFoE celebrated 

the triumph at the local 

tavern, they remained 

aware of the possibility 

that TAG could appeal the 

decision.  As predicted, 

they later did, thus 

prompting a public inquiry 

to be held at the council 

offices in Farnborough 

from 18th May and will last 

for 28 days. With the result 

of the general elections in 

June yet to be heard, the 

future remains uncertain.  

10 years of 
Cycle Rides  
Charlie Halliday reflects on 

.±Cƻ9Ωs rides over the last 

decade. 

Ten years ago BVFoE heard 

about Horti-Halcyon, an 

organic farm at Fox Corner 

near Pirbright, and a visit 

was arranged for a tour 

around the farm. 

But how would we get 

there? Cycling would be 

the most appropriate, and 

so we combined the visit 

with a day out on our 

bikes. This was a great 

success, so another ride 

was arranged, and then 

another and these soon fell 

into a pattern of regular 

rides. 

The rides are chosen to be 

accessible to all. The routes 

are planned along quiet 

lanes and off-road paths 

such as the Blackwater 

Valley Path. The distance is 

limited to around 20 miles 

and the pace is an easy 8-

10 mph. Lunch time stops 

are an opportunity to 

socialise. 

Ten years on, rides take 

place on the first Sunday of 

the month (with some 

variations). We usually 

start from North Camp 

station but occasionally use 

the train to start in the 

countryside. Favourite 

rides include the summer 

picnic on the green at 

Wood Street Village; Alton 

station to the Sun at 

Bentworth; and North 

Camp to the Barley Mow in 

Tilford. 

To celebrate the tenth 

anniversary, Pippa, one of 

the original riders, 

organised a splendid party 

after the September ride. 

 

Cycle Rides in 2010 

14th Feb - Meet 10:30 at 

North Camp station for ride 

to Tilford and return. Lunch  

at the Barley Mow. Approx. 

16 miles. 

14th March - Meet 10:30 at 

Ascot station for ride through 

Windsor Great Park and  

Virginia Water. Lunch place to 

be decided. Approx. 18 

miles.Connecting train from 

Ash Vale 09:45 arrives 10:07. 

11th April - Meet 10:30 at 

North Camp station, ride to 

Shackleford and return, 

approx 18 miles. 

Lunch in Cyder House, 

Shackleford. 

9th May - Meet 10:30 at 

Bentley station for ride to 

Lasham airfield. Lunch in 

airfield club house, approx. 18 

miles with long climb out. 

Connecting train from Ash 

Vale 10:04 and Aldershot 

arrives 10:23.  

Please note: Trains may be 

affected by engineering works, 

if so we may need to move rides 

around. 

 

 



Ariel view of the Pyestock site 

 

Pyestock update 

In our last newsletter we 

described the travesty of 

democracy when the 

Pyestock development was 

given the go-ahead. The 

development, on ex-MoD 

land, will be Europe’s 

largest warehouse and will 

put an extra lorry every 

minute of every day and 

night on the road around 

Southwood, Farnborough. 

Hart council had rejected 

the application and, after a 

lengthy public inquiry on 

the appeal by the 

developers (Prudential 

Property Investment 

Managers Ltd and Astral 

Developments Ltd), the 

Government Planning 

inspector, Christina 

Downes, ruled against the 

development saying, "This 

is a finely balanced case 

but it is my overall 

conclusion that the 

identified environmental 

harm is of overriding 

importance and for this 

reason alone I recommend 

that both appeals be 

dismissed".  

The Department for 

Communities and Local 

Government, however, 

then overruled their own 

Inspector saying that jobs 

were more important than 

the environment.  

 

How could the minister, 

John Denham, have made 

this decision? After much 

investigation, it was 

revealed that the decision 

was in fact down to Lord 

McKenzie, a junior minister 

who had been in post for 

just 11 weeks. He admitted 

that he had not had a site 

visit to Pyestock before he 

made the decision. If he 

had, BVFoE feel that 

perhaps he would have 

considered the already 

congested local roads, and 

the noise and pollution 

from road and air traffic. 

He might have noted that 

the nearby Special 

Protection Area of Fleet 

Pond, already degraded by 

the airfield development, 

will be further degraded if 

this development goes 

ahead.   

What happens in 2010? 

SPLAT have appealed 

against the Department’s 

decision and so a judicial 

review will be held (date 

tbc) in which appointed 

judges will hear the 

evidence and then make a 

ruling. The legal fees will be 

very costly to SPLAT, 

however, they have a 

modest fighting fund 

boosted by financial 

support from Hart Council 

(who decided not to appeal 

themselves) and many 

concerned individuals and 

groups (including £50 from 

BVFoE). Depending on the 

result of the review, either 

party could then take it to 

the House of Lords as a 

final appeal.  

It will be an interesting 

year with both the 

Farnborough Airfield and 

the Pyestock public inquiry 

taking place. With a 

General Election in a few 

months time, it is uncertain 

which Party will be making 

important decisions for 

both cases. 

The Special Protection Area of Fleet Pond will be 

further degraded if this development goes ahead.  



Ash Meadows 
Saved! 
BVFoE is pleased to 

announce Guildford 

Borough Council’s rejection 

of a proposal to build more 

than 80 three to four 

bedroom houses on Ash 

Meadows.  

Bloor Homes (the proposed 

developers) have lodged an 

appeal against this decision 

however, meaning that a 

public inquiry will be held 

for three days from 9th 

March 2010 at Guildford 

Borough Council.  It is 

hoped that the only 

remaining public 

meadowland in Ash, home 

to many species of birds, 

plants and animals, will be 

preserved.  

For more information 

please visit 

http://saveashmeadow.co

m/index.htm  

Tasty Fairtrade 

Treats 
Chocolate-fudge Easter 

Cakes 
 From BBC Good Food 

 

Ingredients  

For the cake: 

V 140g soft butter 

V 140g Fairtrade golden 

caster sugar 

V 3 medium eggs 

V 100g self-raising flour 

V 25g cocoa, sifted 
 

For the frosting: 

V 85g Fairtrade milk 

chocolate, broken 

V 85g soft butter 

V 140g icing sugar, sifted 

V 2 x 35g packs white 

chocolate malteasers or 

mini foil-wrapped 

Fairtrade chocolate eggs 

 
Method 

Heat oven to 190C/fan 

170C/gas 5 and put 16 gold 

cases into a fairy-cake tin. 

Tip all the ingredients for 

the cake into a mixing bowl 

and beat for 2 minutes 

with an electric hand-whisk 

until smooth. Divide 

between the cases so they 

are two-thirds filled, then 

bake for 12-15 minutes 

until risen. Cool on a wire 

rack. 

For the frosting, microwave 

the chocolate on High for 1 

minute. Cream the butter 

and sugar together, then 

beat in the melted 

chocolate. Spread on the 

cakes and decorate with 

Maltesers and chocolate 

eggs. 

Your Letters 

.±Cƻ9Ωǎ [Ŝƻ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴ 

writes... 

“I was shopping in the new 

Sainsburys in Farnborough. 

Some time ago, I was 

listening to farming on 

Radio 4. They said on the 

Isle of Thanet they had 

built a giant greenhouse 

using waste heat and solar 

panels for growing 

produce, so I saw these 

vine cherry tomatoes, 

variety Sunstream, grown 

in Kent, UK, grown by 

Thanet Earth, which I 

thought was quite 

amusing”. 

Annual General 

Meeting 

Blackwater Valley Friends 

of the Earth’s AGM was 

held on February 9th 2010. 

Results of the AGM and the 

new constitution can be 

found at www.bvfoe.org.uk 

 

To become a member of 

BVFoE, contact June Smith,  

june@bvfoe.freeserve.co.uk 
 

To suggest a topic for the 
next edition, please contact 
the editor, Lauren Aliverti, 
lauren_aliverti@hotmail.co.uk 
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