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Pyestock Mega Warehouse g1ven

Thumbs up

A High Court judge has
ruled against SPLAT’s
attempts to prevent the
development of Europe’s
largest warehouse,
Pyestock.

SPLAT (Stop Pyestock blLot
Act Today)
together a fighting fund of

gathered

£0.5m (including
contributions from BVFoE)
to hire a team of solicitors
to dispute the decision to
approve the massive
warehouse development.
But after a recent two day
hearing in London, the
judge ruled that numerous
precedents in past cases
warranted the decision to

rule against.
Recap of events:

Last year, a public inquiry
was held in reference to the
Pyestock application for ten
warehouses covering 1.3
million square feet.

Government Planning
inspector, Christina Downes
produced a report in
response, which outlined
her environmental
concerns and
recommended that the
application be dismissed.

Junior minister from the
Dept for Communities and
Local Government
overruled this, stating that
the “Secretary of State
gives more weight to the
fact that the appeal
proposals would provide up
to 1,500 jobs."
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Gridlocked lorries; the future for Cove and Southwood if plans go ahead?

BVFoE opposes the
application on  several
grounds, including the huge
traffic increase in and
around Cove and
Southwood; the extra noise
and air pollution from the
forecasted one extra lorry
each minute every day; and
the impact upon the nearby
Special Protection Area of
Fleet Pond.

BVFoE commend SPLAT on
their courageous efforts to
take on this dispute,
involving both a large
business and the
Government.



Farnborough
Airport Inquiry

The airport inquiry started
on a sunny Wednesday in
May. Amongst the lawyers,
businessmen and an array
of the general public were
BVFoE’s Spokesperson Ri

and group member
Here Rick spoke
local press, gaini
page
Farnboroug

Rick reports...

“As reported in the last
newsletter, TAG (the airport
owners) applied last year for
an increase in movements to
50,000 (up from the current
28,000) and for the weekend
limit to be increased to 8,900
(from the recently increased
figure of 5,000). It was
recommended by Rushmoor
Borough Council (RBC) officers
that the application be

approved. To BVFoE's
surprise, the Local
Development Committee

voted against the application.
TAG, of course, appealed,
giving rise to the current
inquiry.

The first day of the inquiry
began with an introduction
from all of the parties: A large
legal team of solicitors and
advisers behind TAG, a smaller
legal team for RBC, and then

the 'third parties' - Hugh
Sheppard of the Conservation
and Protection of Rural
England (CPRE) and Geoff
Marks of Farnborough Airport
Residents’ Association (FARA).
Over the next few weeks, the
order of appearance at the
inquiry will be TAG, followed
by RBC, and finally the 'third
parties'.

CPRE will be focussing their
attack using the Climate
Change Act and arguing that
something as environmentally
damaging as business aircraft
flights cannot be allowed to
increase. Passengers flying in
the business aircraft have a
carbon footprint ten times
greater than if they flew on an
airliner from Heathrow. The
proposed additional flights
would emit nearly half a
million extra tonnes of CO,
per year.

FARA will highlight the noise
and safety implications of
increased movements over
many  buildings, including
numerous houses and
Farnborough College.

The RBC team’s dispute will
emphasise their belief that
TAG’s economic argument
(that  the
movements will produce 1200

increase in

jobs) is grossly exaggerated.

The inquiry was delayed by
one week due to the illness of
the originally chosen
Government Inspector

(Chairman of the Inquiry). Due

to the delay, TAG's lawyer was
able to quote from the
Queen’s speech the previous
day: “Having ruled out new
runways in the South East, we
will  engage  with  all
stakeholders in the sector to
develop a new vision for a
competitive aviation industry,
supporting UK  economic
growth and designed within
the constraint of the existing
NXzy g I e
interpretation of support of
TAG's application.

The inquiry is expected to last
until mid-July. The Inspector
will then retire and consider
the evidence, making his
judgement towards the end of
2010. With the South-East
Plan and the new
Government's
pronouncements, it may be
very difficult to defeat TAG's
appeal. With the Pyestock
development going ahead
(see article), a TAG victory
would make environmental
conditions further intolerable
in our area. We wait with
baited breath to see what
transpires”.

Farnborough set to become-ijn_creasingly
urbanised
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Clarks Farm at
risk of becoming
a dumping
ground

Few local residents are
aware of proposals to
convert Old Clarks Farm,
Derby Green in Yateley
into an indoor recycling
facility. The site, situated
on the Reading Road, is
currently used to store
industrial equipment such
as skips and containers,
but if the plans go ahead,
they come with huge
negative implications for
the local community.

The proposed recycling
centre could see over 50
lorry deliveries to the site
everyday to recycle 50,000
tonnes of materials
including metal, concrete
and glass each year. While
BVFoE actively encourage
recycling, the following are
just some of our key
concerns in relation to this

proposal:

Air pollution = Impacting
on all those living, working
and studying in the locality.
The site is also near to the
River Blackwater, home to
fish, insects, ducks and
plant life.

Noise pollution — Lorries
would be arriving and
unloading, and waste being
crushed six days a week
from 7a.m.

Increased traffic on an
already heavily used road-
bringing the added concern
for children’s safety as the
site is near to Potley Hill
primary school.

Hampshire County Council
has called for an
environmental assessment
to be made before it
reaches a decision as to
whether the plans should
go ahead.

Have a green
holiday!
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It’s holiday season again
and hopefully this year,
there’s actually some truth
behind the forecasters’
promises of warm
weather! In the balmy
summer evenings, many of
us like nothing more than
to invite good friends over,
open a bottle of wine, and
enjoy dinner al fresco.

Here’s some top tips for a
green and happy holiday
season...

Re-use old cards/postcards
by making them in to place
settings. Colourful, creative
and your guests are bound
to love the personal touch!

Use reusable cutlery and
crockery rather than
wasteful disposal items.

For BBQs, avoid charcoal
and briquettes, which give
out huge amounts of
pollution — bad for you and
the environment. Instead
opt for a bag of coconut
shell charcoal, or charcoal
that’s free from additives
and chemicals.

Going on a picnic? Why not
walk to a local park — King
George V playing fields or
Frimley Lodge Park are just
a couple of great local
options.



If you’re holidaying in the
UK and planning to drive to
your destination...

Make sure your tyres are
pumped up. Under-inflated
tyres increase fuel
consumption.
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Modern cars use barely any
extra fuel when re-started,
so if you’'re sitting in traffic
for over a minute or so,
switch off your engine.

Keep your load as light as
possible. Clutter in your
boot raises your fuel
consumption.

Events

July 11" Cycle ride:
Meet at North Camp station
10.30am for a picnic at Wood
Street via Blackwater Valley
and Christmas Pie.

August 8" i Cycle ride:
Meet at Bentley station at
10.30am for cycle ride to Alice
Holt forest.(Train to Bentley
from Ash Vale or Aldershot)

June 26" - North Camp
Fair: Queens Road
Recreation grounds,12 noon-
4pm. Skittles and plants. All
welcome to help.

Summer Recipe:
Wild Rice and
Feta Salad

Taken from BBC Good Food

Preparation time: 5 minutes
Cooking time: 25 minutes

Ingredients:

250g basmati and wild rice
400g can
drained

chickpeas,

100g pack dried cranberries
1 red onion, sliced

1 garlic clove, crushed

3 tbsp olive oil

2 tbsp lemon juice

200g pack reduced-fat feta
cheese

Handful flat-leaf parsley,
roughly chopped

Method

Rinse the rice. Bail
according to the pack
instructions, adding the
chickpeas for the final 4
minutes. Drain and allow to
cool a little, then mix
through the cranberries
and onion.

Whisk together the garlic,
olive oil, lemon juice and
seasoning to make a
dressing. Toss with the rice
mixture, then pile onto a

large serving plate. Crumble
over the feta, then scatter
with parsley.

Serve warm or cold.

Blackwater Valley Friends
of the Earth meet on the
second Tuesday of every
month. To become a
member of the group,
contact June Smith at:

june@bvfoe.freeserve.co.uk

See our website for details
and more information:
http://www.bvfoe.org.uk/

To suggest a topic for the
next edition of the
newsletter, please contact

the editor, Lauren Aliverti,
lauren aliverti@hotmail.co.uk



mailto:june@bvfoe.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:lauren_aliverti@hotmail.co.uk

